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MATTHEW CONTAINS
15 PARABLES
20 MIRACLES

KEY VERSES: 1:1 “The book of the generation of
Jesus Christ, the son of David, the
son of Abraham.”

2:2 “Where is he that is born King of the Jews?
for we have seen his star in the east, and are
come to worship him.”

WHO JESUS IS

WHAT HE CAME TO DO
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Source: Borrow Ryrie Study Bible

Matthew 21:1 When they had approached Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage, at the Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent
two disciples,

= when: Mk 11:1 Lu 19:28
= the Mount of Olives Mt 24:3 26:30 Zec 14:4 Lu 19:37 21:37 Joh 8:1 Ac 1:12
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Related Passages:

Mark 11:1-11+ (TRIUMPHAL ENTRY) As they *approached (historical present tense) Jerusalem, at
Bethphage and Bethany, near the Mount of Olives, He *sent (historical present tense) two of His disciples, 2
and *said (historical present tense) to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately as you enter it,
you will find a {donkey with her - Mt 21:2} colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it
{them - Mt 21:2} here. 3 “If anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’;
and immediately he will send it back here.” 4 They went away and found a colt tied at the door, outside in the
street; and they *untied (historical present tense) it. 5 Some of the bystanders {its owners - Lk 19:33} were
saying to them, “What are you doing, untying the colt?” 6 They spoke to them just as Jesus had told
them{[saying] the Lord has need of it - Lk 19:34}, and they gave them permission. 7 They *brought (historical
present tense) the colt to Jesus and put their coats on it; and He sat on it. 8 And many spread their coats in the
road, and others spread leafy branches which they had cut from the fields 9 Those who went in front and
those who followed were shouting: “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE
LORD; 10 Blessed is the coming kingdom of our father David; Hosanna in the highest!” 11 Jesus
entered Jerusalem and came into the temple; and after looking around at everything, He left for Bethany with
the twelve, since it was already late.

Both Bethphage and Bethany are east of Jerusalem on the other (east) side of the Mount of Olives
(picture) (which is east of Jerusalem, directly opposite Temple Mount picture] and about 280 feet higher
Mount of Olives - Wikipedia = Highest point - see picture = 826 meters or 2,710 ft versus Temple Mount -
Wikipedia = Highest point = 740 m 2,430 ft] separated by the Kidron Valley (picture, picture 2) (John 18:1).
The exact location of Bethphage ("house of unripe figs" but some sources actually give this as the
meaning of "Bethany"!) is not known. Most put it on the southeast side of the Mount of Olives and
northwest of Bethany (beth = Hebrew for house; several meanings noted - "house of misery," "house of
the poor," "house of dates," “house of Ananiah”), about 1.5 miles (3 km) east of Jerusalem. Bethany
was two miles southeast of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho (John 11:18) and was the home of Mary,
Martha and Lazarus whom Jesus had just recently prior raised from the dead (John 11:11-23, 24, 25, 26-
34, 35, 36, 37, 38, 39, 40, 41, 42, 43, 44, 45) and Jesus would stay there during the final week of His life
(Mk 11:114+). (Related - What happened to Lazarus after Jesus raised him from the dead?)

Bethany to Bethphage to Temple Mount
Source: Insights on Matthew

Luke 19:29-40+ (TRIUMPHAL ENTRY) When He approached Bethphage and Bethany, near the mount that is
called Olivet, He sent two of the disciples, 30 saying, “Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter,
you will find a colt tied on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 31 “If anyone asks you,
‘Why are you untying it?" you shall say, ‘The Lord has need of it.” 32 So those who were sent went away and
found it just as He had told them. 33 As they were untying the colt, its owners said to them, “Why are you
untying the colt?” 34 They said, “The Lord has need of it.” 35 They brought it to Jesus, and they threw their
coats on the colt and put Jesus on it. 36 As He was going, they were spreading their coats on the road. 37 As
soon as He was approaching, near the descent of the Mount of Olives, the whole crowd of the disciples began
to praise God joyfully with a loud voice for all the miracles which they had seen, 38 shouting: “BLESSED IS
THE KING WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD; Peace in heaven and glory in the highest!” (ED:
THE REACTION OF THE PHARISEES - THEY ARE "FIT_TO BE TIED" A BIT IRONIC IN THAT JESUS IS
RIDING AN UNTIED COLT! John 12:19+ ADDS "So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are
not doing any good; look, the world has gone after Him.”) 39 Some of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him,
“Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, “| tell you, if these become silent, the stones will cry
out!” 41 When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept over it, 42 saying, “If you had known in
this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your eyes. 43 “For
the days will come upon you when your enemies will throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and
hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you to the ground and your children within you, and they will
not leave in you one stone upon another, because you did not recognize the time of your visitation.” 39 Some
of the Pharisees in the crowd said to Him, “Teacher, rebuke Your disciples.” 40 But Jesus answered, “I tell you,
if these become silent, the stones will cry out!”

John 12:12-19+ (TRIUMPHAL ENTRY) On the next day the large crowd who had come to the feast, when
they heard that Jesus was coming to Jerusalem, 13 took the branches of the palm trees and went out to meet
Him, and began to shout, “Hosanna! BLESSED IS HE WHO COMES IN THE NAME OF THE LORD, even the
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King of Israel.” 14 Jesus, finding a young donkey, sat on it; as it is written, 15 “FEAR NOT, DAUGHTER OF
ZION; BEHOLD, YOUR KING IS COMING, SEATED ON A DONKEY’S COLT.” 16 These things His disciples
did not understand at the first (ED: THE DISCIPLES ARE CAUGHT UP IN THE FERVOR TO MAKE JESUS
KING AND SURELY THOUGHT NOW HE WILL ESTABLISH HIS KINGDOM ON EARTH. THEY WILL NOT
TRULY UNDERSTAND UNTIL AFTER JESUS IS GLORIFIED); but when Jesus was glorified, then they
remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him. 17 So the
people, who were with Him when He called Lazarus out of the tomb and raised him from the dead, continued
to testify about Him. 18 For this reason also the people went and met Him, because they heard that He had
performed this sign. 19 So the Pharisees said to one another, “You see that you are not doing any good; look,
the world has gone after Him.”

Vi .
Location of Bethany - About 2 Miles East of Jerusalem
Mount of Olives is Between Bethany and Jerusalem

JESUS ON THE
"LAST LAP"

When they had approached (eggizo - drew near) Jerusalem and had come to Bethphage (only here, Mk 11:1, Lk 19:29), at the
Mount of Olives, then Jesus sent (apostello) two disciples (mathetes) - Mark 11:1+ adds "and Bethany, near the Mount of
Olives." Both Bethphage and Bethany were about two miles to the east of Jerusalem, on the other (east) side of the Mount of Olives
(picture) (which is east of Jerusalem, directly opposite Temple Mount picture] and about 280 feet higher [Mount of Olives -
Wikipedia = Highest point = 826 meters or 2,710 ft versus Temple Mount - Wikipedia = Highest point = 740 m 2,430 ft] separated by
the Kidron Valley (picture, picture 2) (John 18:1). The exact location of Bethphage ("house of unripe figs" but some sources actually
give this as the meaning of "Bethany"!) is not known. Most put it on the southeast side of the Mount of Olives and northwest
of Bethany (beth = Hebrew for house; several meanings noted - "house of misery," "house of the poor," "house of dates," “house of
Ananiah”), about 1.5 miles (3 km) east of Jerusalem.

Bethany was two miles southeast of Jerusalem on the road to Jericho (John 11:18) and was the home of Mary, Martha
and Lazarus whom Jesus had just recently prior raised from the dead (John 11:11-45+) and Jesus would stay there during the final

week of His life (Mk 11:114+). (Related - What happened to Lazarus after Jesus raised him from the dead?)

Note that at some point as Jesus approached Jerusalem, Luke's Gospel records the profound pathos felt by our Lord writing...

When He approached Jerusalem, He saw the city and wept (DEEP SOBBING) over it, 42 saying, “If you had
known in this day, even you, the things which make for peace! But now they have been hidden from your
eyes. (JESUS POINT IS THAT THE JEWS COULD HAVE KNOWN THIS DAY! SEE DISCUSSION OF THIS
DAY IN COMMENTARY ON LUKE'S GOSPEL) 43 “For the days will come upon you when your enemies will
throw up a barricade against you, and surround you and hem you in on every side, 44 and they will level you
to the ground and your children within you, and they will not leave in you one stone upon another, because you
did not recognize the time of your visitation.” (Lk 19:41-44+)

Two disciples (mathetes) - We are not told who Jesus dispatched, or "commissioned”, on this mission. What is stated in the
following section is that the two who were sent went in obedience even though it was surely to them somewhat of a strange order by
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Jesus. There is a possible clue in Luke 22:8 (which mentions Peter and John sent on a mission) but we cannot be dogmatic.

Linas of Wislan from the Mount of Ollves
1 1k Qalden Date and 10 the Entranee of the Temple | prm Wmars

In the depiction above imagine Bethany and Bethphage to the extreme right, east of the Mount of Olives which at 2600 ft elevation
"provides an impressive, panoramic view, especially of the temple courts which lay 300’ directly below. In the next few days, Jesus
will make a lot of memories on this mountain. Here he will weep over Jerusalem, give the “Olivet Discourse,” pray in Gethsemane,
and ascend to heaven."

Significance of city of Jerusalem — everything in the Gospel of Mark has been targeted towards this entrance into Jerusalem —
Jesus had to avoid publicity in his earlier healings and instruct people to keep quiet so he didn’t draw too much attention to himself
... because he was not yet at Jerusalem for this final passion week ... but no longer; He doesn’t tell Bartimaeus to be quiet; he
doesn'’t try to hush the crowd; the time has come for open confrontation with the Jewish leaders in the city of God -- Jerusalem (Paul

Apple)

Stein - Mount of Olives lies directly east of Jerusalem 2,660 feet above sea level. To reach Jerusalem one would proceed west
down the Mount of Olives, through the Kidron Valley, and into the temple area through the Eastern Gate, later called the Golden

Gate (see picture). (See Luke: An Exegetical and Theological Exposition)

Alan Carr: Historians tell us that the population of Jerusalem was around 80,000 at this time. During the Passover, between two and
three million people would crowd into the city for the celebration. The people came in anticipation; they were looking for God to do
something while they were there. God would do His greatest work of all during this Passover, but most people would miss it
altogether. (Behold Thy King Cometh Unto Thee)

William Barclay on Bethpage - We know from the Jewish law that Bethphage was one of the circle of villages which marked the
limit of a Sabbath day’s journey, that is, less than a mile, while Bethany was one of the recognized lodging places for pilgrims to the
Passover when Jerusalem was full.

NET NOTE - The exact location of the village of Bethphage is not known. Most put it on the southeast side of the Mount of Olives
and northwest of Bethany, about 1.5 miles (3 km) east of Jerusalem (SEE MAP ABOVE). “Mountain” in English generally denotes a
higher elevation than it often does in reference to places in Palestine. The Mount of Olives is really a ridge running north to south
about 3 kilometers (1.8 miles) long, east of Jerusalem across the Kidron Valley. lts central elevation is about 30 meters (100 ft)
higher than Jerusalem. It was named for the large number of olive trees which grew on it.

Now imagine the scene - Jesus is leaving Jericho and heading toward Jerusalem which meant that soon Messiah's feet would be
touching the Mount of Olives as He went up the backside of that mount and descended down the other side to begin His "Triumphal
Entry" into Jerusalem. Jesus knew the crowd would be at a fever pitch for they were convinced He was the King who had come to
establish His Kingdom and defeat the Romans. These Jews knew the Old Testament prophecies that spoke of a coming Messiah
Who would establish His Kingdom, such as the prophecy in Zechariah, but did not understand the TIMING, for Zechariah 14 will be
fulfilled not at His first but at His Second Coming....

In that day His feet will stand on the Mount of Olives (HIS FEET WOULD SOON TOUCH THE MOUNT!),
which is in front of Jerusalem on the east; and the Mount of Olives will be split in its middle from east to west
by a very large valley, so that half of the mountain will move toward the north and the other half toward the
south....And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LORD will be the only one, and His name
the only one. All the land will be changed into a plain from Geba to Rimmon south of Jerusalem; but
Jerusalem will rise and remain on its site from Benjamin’s Gate as far as the place of the First Gate to the
Corner Gate, and from the Tower of Hananel to the king’s wine presses. People will live in it, and there will no
longer be a curse, for Jerusalem will dwell in security. (Zechariah 14:4, 9-11+)

Matthew Henry Concise - Mt 21:1-11. This coming of Christ was described by the prophet Zechariah, Zechariah 9:9. When Christ
would appear in his glory, it is in his meekness, not in his majesty, in mercy to work salvation. As meekness and outward poverty
were fully seen in Zion's King, and marked his triumphal entrance to Jerusalem, how wrong covetousness, ambition, and the pride of


https://static1.squarespace.com/static/5df6ccbf4c1bf307fe468128/t/5f0c64b405f9c80a14c409ab/1594647739060/mark.pdf
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Kidron_Valley
https://www.preceptaustin.org/luke-19-commentary#sealed
https://books.google.com/books?id=Rzq5AwAAQBAJ&pg=PA478&dq=%2522Mount+of+Olives+lies+directly+east+of+Jerusalem+2,660+feet%2522&hl=en&newbks=1&newbks_redir=1&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwi-uLqBpvWHAxWqHNAFHYtJAnwQ6AF6BAgIEAI
https://www.sermonnotebook.org/mark/Mark%2053%20-%20Mark%2011_1-11.htm
https://www.studylight.org/commentaries/eng/dsb/mark-11.html
https://netbible.org/bible/Matthew+21
https://www.preceptaustin.org/zechariah-14-commentary#14:9

life must be in Zion's citizens! They brought the ass, but Jesus did not use it without the owner's consent. The trappings were such
as came to hand. We must not think the clothes on our backs too dear to part with for the service of Christ. The chief priests and the
elders afterwards joined with the multitude that abused him upon the cross; but none of them joined the multitude that did him
honour. Those that take Christ for their King, must lay their all under his feet. Hosanna signifies, Save now, we beseech thee!
Blessed is he that cometh in the name of the Lord! But of how little value is the applause of the people! The changing multitude join
the cry of the day, whether it be Hosanna, or Crucify him. Multitudes often seem to approve the gospel, but few become consistent
disciples. When Jesus was come into Jerusalem all the city was moved; some perhaps were moved with joy, who waited for the
Consolation of Israel; others, of the Pharisees, were moved with envy. So various are the motions in the minds of men upon the
approach of Christ's kingdom.

Sent (649)(apostello from apo = from, away from + stello = to withdraw from, avoid) means to send off, to send forth, to send out.
To send out; to commission as a representative, an ambassador, an envoy. The idea is to send forth from one place to another. But
the meaning of apostello is more than just to send because it means "to send off on a commission to do something as one’s
personal representative, with credentials furnished" (Wuest) To send upon some business (Mt. 2:16; 10:5; 20:2). To send away in
the sense of to dismiss (Mk 12:3, 4). To send or thrust forth as a sickle among corn (Mk 4:29). Uses in Mark - Mk. 1:2; Mk. 3:14; Mk.
3:31; Mk. 4:29; Mk. 5:10; Mk. 6:7; Mk. 6:17; Mk. 6:27; Mk. 8:26; Mk. 9:37; Mk. 11:1; Mk. 11:3; Mk. 12:2; Mk. 12:3; Mk. 12:4; Mk.
12:5; Mk. 12:6; Mk. 12:13; Mk. 13:27; Mk. 14:13

QUESTION - What is Palm Sunday? WATCH VIDEO

ANSWER - Palm Sunday is the day we celebrate the triumphal entry of Jesus into Jerusalem, one week before His resurrection
(Matthew 21:1-11). As Jesus entered the holy city, He neared the culmination of a long journey toward Golgotha. He had come to
save the lost (Luke 19:10), and now was the time—this was the place—to secure that salvation. Palm Sunday marked the start of
what is often called “Passion Week,” the final seven days of Jesus’ earthly ministry. Palm Sunday was the “beginning of the end” of
Jesus’ work on earth.

Palm Sunday began with Jesus and His disciples traveling over the Mount of Olives. The Lord sent two disciples ahead into the
village of Bethphage to find an animal to ride. They found the unbroken colt of a donkey, just as Jesus had said they would (Luke
19:29-30). When they untied the colt, the owners began to question them. The disciples responded with the answer Jesus had
provided: “The Lord needs it” (Luke 19:31-34). Amazingly, the owners were satisfied with that answer and let the disciples go. “They
brought [the donkey] to Jesus, threw their cloaks on the colt and put Jesus on it” (Luke 19:35).

As Jesus ascended toward Jerusalem, a large multitude gathered around Him. This crowd understood that Jesus was the Messiah;
what they did not understand was that it wasn’t time to set up the kingdom yet—although Jesus had tried to tell them so (Luke
19:11-12). The crowd’s actions along the road give rise to the name “Palm Sunday”: “A very large crowd spread their cloaks on the
road, while others cut branches from the trees and spread them on the road” (Matthew 21:8). In strewing their cloaks on the road,
the people were giving Jesus the royal treatment—King Jehu was given similar honor at his coronation (2 Kings 9:13). John records
the detail that the branches they cut were from palm trees (John 12:13).

On that first Palm Sunday, the people also honored Jesus verbally: “The crowds that went ahead of him and those that followed
shouted, ‘Hosanna to the Son of David!’ / ‘Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord!" / ‘Hosanna in the highest heaven!”
(Matthew 21:9). In their praise of Jesus, the Jewish crowds were quoting Psalm 118:25-26, an acknowledged prophecy of the
Christ. The allusion to a Messianic psalm drew resentment from the religious leaders present: “Some of the Pharisees in the crowd
said to Jesus, ‘Teacher, rebuke your disciples!”” (Luke 19:39). However, Jesus saw no need to rebuke those who told the truth. He

replied, “I tell you . . . if they keep quiet, the stones will cry out” (Luke 19:40).

Some 450 to 500 years prior to Jesus’ arrival in Jerusalem, the prophet Zechariah had prophesied the event we now call Palm
Sunday: “Rejoice greatly, Daughter Zion! / Shout, Daughter Jerusalem! / See, your king comes to you, / righteous and victorious, /
lowly and riding on a donkey, / on a colt, the foal of a donkey” (Zechariah 9:9). The prophecy was fulfilled in every particular, and it
was indeed a time of rejoicing, as Jerusalem welcomed their King. Unfortunately, the celebration was not to last. The crowds looked
for a Messiah who would rescue them politically and free them nationally, but Jesus had come to save them spiritually. First things
first, and mankind’s primary need is spiritual, not political, cultural, or national salvation.

Even as the coatless multitudes waved the palm branches and shouted for joy, they missed the true reason for Jesus’ presence.
They could neither see nor understand the cross. That's why, “as [Jesus] approached Jerusalem and saw the city, he wept over it
and said, ‘If you, even you, had only known on this day what would bring you peace—but now it is hidden from your eyes. The days
will come upon you when your enemies . . . will not leave one stone on another, because you did not recognize the time of God’s
coming to you” (Luke 19:41-47). It is a tragic thing to see the Savior but not recognize Him for who He is. The crowds who were
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crying out “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday were crying out “Crucify Him!” later that week (Matthew 27:22-23).

There is coming a day when every knee will bow and every tongue confess that Jesus Christ is Lord (Philippians 2:10-11). The
worship will be real then. Also, John records a scene in heaven that features the eternal celebration of the risen Lord: “There before
me was a great multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, people and language, standing before the throne and
before the Lamb. They were wearing white robes and were holding palm branches in their hands” (Revelation 7:9, emphasis added).
These palm-bearing saints will shout, “Salvation belongs to our God, who sits on the throne, and to the Lamb” (verse 10), and who
can measure sum of their joy?

Palm Sunday Calendar:
2024 — March 24
2025 — April 13

Question - What is the significance of Bethany in the Bible?

Answer: Bethany was a village in Judea about two miles east of Jerusalem (John 11:18), a distance considered a “Sabbath day’s
journey” (Acts 1:12). Bethany was situated on the well-traveled road to Jericho. Some scholars think Bethany was more like a
modern subdivision or a neighborhood rather than an entire town. The edges of Bethany reached to the Mount of Olives and also
bordered Bethphage, a suburb of Jerusalem.

Bethany is probably best known for being the hometown of Jesus’ good friends, Mary, Martha, andLazarus. Bethany was the place
where Jesus raised Lazarus from the dead (John 11:1, 41—-44), it was the home of Simon the leper (Mark 14:3—10), and it was the
place where Mary anointed Jesus’ feet with perfume (Matthew 26:6—13). Other references to Bethany are Mark 11:1 and Luke
19:29, which describe the preparations for Jesus’ triumphal entry into Jerusalem, the cursing of the fig tree in Mark 11:11-13, and
the place where Jesus stayed overnight during His final week of earthly ministry, between His triumphal entry and His crucifixion
(Matthew 21:17).

The name Bethany is translated by some to mean “house of figs,” as there are many fig trees and palms in the area; others translate
it as “house of misery,” speculating that Bethany was a designated place for the sick and those with contagious diseases.

Bethany is also significant as the place near which Christ ascended back into heaven (Luke 24:50). Forty days after His resurrection,
Jesus gathered His eleven disciples to give them final instructions before He left the earth (Luke 24:50-51). He took them to the
Mount of Olives, in “the vicinity of Bethany” (verse 50), where He blessed them and commissioned them. The Lord was then lifted up
into the clouds (Acts 1:9). As the disciples stood staring upwards, two angels appeared to them and said, “Men of Galilee, why do
you stand here looking into the sky? This same Jesus, who has been taken from you into heaven, will come back in the same way
you have seen him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11).

When Jesus returns to set up His kingdom,
it will be to the very place He left: the Mount of Olives near Bethany.

Bethany has an exciting future prophesied. Zechariah 14:4 says, “On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of Olives that lies
before Jerusalem on the east.” When Jesus returns to set up His kingdom, it will be to the very place He left: the Mount of Olives
near Bethany. Though the ancient town of Bethany may have been small and seemingly insignificant, it will be the scene of a world-
changing event: the glorious return of Jesus Christ as King of Kings and Lord of Lords (Revelation 19:11-16).

(Source: GotQuestions.org)

Danny Akin on the Mount of Olives - We should also take note, without running past it too quickly, of the importance of the Mount
of Olives (v. 1) in biblical and redemptive history. — The Mount of Olives is a ridge about two and a half miles long. It rises to a
height about 2700 feet, 200 feet higher than Mount Zion. The view from its summit is breath-taking. lis crest is less than a mile
directly east of Jerusalem. It is known for its many olive trees. Significant historical events:

. Its slopes were the path of David’s retreat from Jerusalem to escape capture by Absalom (2 Sam 15:30-32).

. On this mount Solomon grieved God by erecting idols for his foreign wives to worship (1 Kings 11:1-10).

. On this mount Jesus wept over the disobedience and blindness of Jerusalem (Lk 19:41-44).

. Ezekiel witnessed the Glory of God on the Mount of Olives (Eze. 11:23).

. Jesus, the Son of David made his royal entry into Jerusalem from here. (Mk 11:1-10; Luke 19:28-40; Matt 21:1-10; John
12:12-13).

. The disciples witnessed Jesus’ ascension into glory on this mount (Lk 24:50-51; Acts 1:9-12).

7. In Acts 1:10-11 Jesus said He would come again in the same way you have watched him go. Zechariah 14:4-5 tells us what
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will happen when those holy feet touch down once again where He left, “On that day his feet shall stand on the Mount of
Olives that lies before Jerusalem on the east, and the Mount of Olives shall be split in two from east to west by a very wide
valley, so that one half of the Mount shall move northward, and the other half southward. And you shall flee to the valley of my
mountains, for the valley of the mountains shall reach to Azal. And you shall flee as you fled from the earthquake in the days of
Uzziah king of Judah. Then the Lord my God will come, and all the holy ones with him.”

Matthew 21:2 saying to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately you will find a donkey tied there and a
colt with her; untie them and bring them to Me.

= Mt 26:18 Mk 11:2-3 14:13-16 Lu 19:30-32 Joh 2:5-8

Related Passage:

Zechariah 9:9 Rejoice greatly, O daughter of Zion! Shout in triumph, O daughter of Jerusalem! Behold, your
king is coming to you; He is just and endowed with salvation, Humble, and mounted on a donkey, Even on a
colt, the foal of a donkey.

Mark 11:2-3+ and *said (historical present tense) to them, “Go into the village opposite you, and immediately
as you enter it, you will find a colt tied there, on which no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 3 “If
anyone says to you, ‘Why are you doing this?’ you say, ‘The Lord has need of it’; and immediately he will send
it back here.”

Luke 19:30-32+ saying, “Go into the village ahead of you; there, as you enter, you will find a colt tied on which
no one yet has ever sat; untie it and bring it here. 31 “If anyone asks you, ‘Why are you untying it?’ you shall
say, ‘The Lord has need of it.”” 32 So those who were sent went away and found it just as He had told them.

saying to them, “Go (present imperative) into the village opposite you, and immediately (euthus) you will find a donkey (onos)
tied there and a colt (polos) with her; untie (luo) them and bring (aorist imperative) them to Me Don't get confused. The donkey
is called a colt in Mk 11:2+ and it is one "on which no one yet has ever sat." That means it is not yet "broken in" for riding.Go is a
command in the present imperative which they promptly obey. While they may not fully understand why they are being sent on this
errand for Jesus, they do not question Him. John 12:16+ says "These things His disciples did not understand at the first; but when
Jesus was glorified, then they remembered that these things were written of Him, and that they had done these things to Him."

THOUGHT- When Jesus tells us to "Go" through His Word and Spirit and prayer, then we need to heed
without hesitation, doubt or questioning. Like these first disciples we may not fully understand in this life why
we are to go (cf Jn 12:16), "for now we see in a mirror dimly, but then face to face; now | know in part, but then
I will know fully just as | also have been fully known." (1 Cor 13:12+).

Henry Morris - colt with her. The parallel accounts in Mark 11:2 and Luke 19:30 mention only one donkey, but that does not mean
they deny that two were involved. Also, Matthew is the only one who mentions that this incident was in fulfillment of the prophecy of
Zechariah 9:9, although the others must have known this reference. (Defender's Study Bible Note - Matthew 21)

J. Blenkinsopp suggests that the act of untying the colt would have Messianic significance based on the Oracle of Judah (Gen
49:10-11), (“The Oracle of Judah and the Messianic Entry,” JBL 80 [1961]: 55-64).

Mark Moore - Matthew mentions that they actually bring two animals. Mark explains why. The colt has never been ridden. (Oxen,
donkeys, and colts that had never been ridden were sometimes used for sacred purposes -- Nu 19:2; Dt 21:3; 1Sa 6:7). If Jesus is
going to keep from getting thrown off, they had better bring the colt’'s mother along to calm its nerves, especially in the midst of this
raucous crowd (ED: | MIGHT REBUT THIS COMMENT BY SUGGESTING | DOUBT SERIOUSLY IF THE CREATOR WOULD EVER
BE "THROWN OFF" BY ONE OF HIS CREATURES!). (See The Chronological Life of Christ - Page 494 - this resource highly

recommended available in Logos or book format)

Regarding the donkey tied there and a colt according to J.D.M. Derrett, “Law in the New Testament: The Palm Sunday Colt,”
NovT 13 (1971): 241-258, the state could sequester animals from the general public for its own use. 1 Sam 8:17 gives OT support
for this practice (cf. m. B. Mesia 6:1). Jesus, as David’s descendant and Messiah, certainly had this right! Furthermore, rabbis also
had this right under certain circumstances. However, unlike the state, Jesus seeks permission to use the animal and promises to
return it. Thus the Apostles seem to submit to the legal responsibilities of borrowing an animal from Exod 22:14-15.

As Akin says "From the moment He enters Jerusalem the prerogatives of deity are present. Jesus is Lord and Master of every detail
of His divine destiny. He knows what will happen and when it will happen. It will all go according to plan.”
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THOUGHT - Jesus' omniscience and absolute control extend to every detail of our lives, yea, even every hair
of our head (Mt 10:30,31+), so why should we worry, fret or be anxious (Beloved, | am speaking to myself on
this one!)" Play God is in Control by Twila Paris. (Related topics- The Providence of God and God is In Control)

We worship a Lord Who is ever
in complete control of every situation!

Brian Bell - His Going Public: He was purposely going public. He was promoting a public demonstration. Never before. He had
repeatedly withdrawn from the crowds. But now He invited it. He courted danger & did it with calculated purpose. Jesus was
demonstrating His omniscience/His all-knowingness. He was in control of the whole situation. | like that. That brings me comfort
today. He has all the details of my life figured out. (AND) We can all find encouragement from the fact that Jesus enlisted the donkey
in His service!

Alan Carr asks "How did Jesus know this (ED: DONKEY TIED AND COLT WITH HER)? Some writers suggest that Jesus had
already been to the owners of this little donkey and arranged for the use of the animal. They believe Jesus set this up before hand. |
suppose they believe Jesus set things up with that fish that Peter caught with the tax money in its mouth, Matt. 17:27. Well, He did
set it up, but not physically. He set it up in His sovereignty! These events remind us that Jesus is God and that He is in control of all
things, Eph. 1:11; Isa. 46:10-11! That encourages me! So, these verses prove that Jesus is God! Which two disciples went after the
donkey? The Bible doesn’t say! You see, it doesn’t matter who does what as long as the Lord is glorified! | wonder if those two men
complained about their assignment. If they were Baptists they did. | can hear them now, “Can you believe this? After all we’ve done
for Him; Jesus picked us for this dirty assignment.” They didn’t realize that they were the instruments He would use to fulfill
prophecy. They were doing something far bigger then they could see. We usually are! When we are involved in the Lord’s work, we
are involved in big business!

C H Spurgeon - The time was come for our Lord to finish his great work on earth, and his going up to Jerusalem was with this
intent. He now determines to enter his capital city openly, and there to reveal himself as King. To this end, when he came near to the
city, Jesus sent two disciples to bring him the foal of an ass whereon he should ride. His orders to the two disciples whom he come
to Bethphage, are worthy of our serious attention. He directed them to the place where they should find the animal: “Go into
the village over against you .” The Lord knows where that which he requires is to be found. Perhaps it is nearer to us than
we dream: “over against out” He told them that they would not have to search: ‘straightway ye shall find. ” When the Lord sends
us on an errand, he will speed us on our way. He described the condition of the creatures: “an ass tied, and a colt with her.”
Our Lord knows the position of every animal in the world, and he counts no circumstance to be beneath his office. Nor did he leave
the disciples without orders how they were to proceed: “loose them, and bring them. ” Demur and debate there would be none;
they might act at once. To stand questioning is not for the messengers of our King: it is their duty to obey their Lord’s orders, and
to fear nothing. (Matthew 21 Commentary)

The Donkey,
G.K.Chesterton

When fishes flew and forests

walked And figs grew upon thorn,

Some moment when the moon was blood
Then surely | was born.

With monstrous head and sickening cry
And ears like errant wings,

The devil’s walking parody

On all four-footed things.

The tattered outlaw of the earth,
Of ancient crooked will;

Starve, scourge, deride me:

| am dumb, | keep my secret still.

Fools! For | also had my hour;
One far fierce hour and sweet:
There was a shout about my ears,
And palms before my feet.
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